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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of I he instant application is respectfully requested. The present 
submission is responsive to the Final Office Action of March IS, 2005, in which claims 
1 , 9 and 1 7 are presently pending, Of those, claims 1 and 9 remain rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(a) as facing anticipated by U.S. Patent 6 3 65G,019 to Chen, et al. (Chen '019), 
as more specifically set forth in paragraph 2, page 2 of the final action. Furthermore, 
claim 1 7 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C, §103(a) as being unpatentable over Chen '019. 
hor the following reasons, however, it is respectfully submitted that the application is in 
condition for allowance. 

In a telephone interview between the Examiner and the undersigned on May 3, 
2005 (a summary of which was mailed by the Office on May 6, 2005), the Chen '019 
reference was discussed with regard to the location of concentric circles and grooves in 
relationship to the polishing and platen sides of the CMP pad disclosed therein. An 
agreement was reached as to the disposition or claims 1, 9 and 1 7 with respect to Chen. 
A copy of the claims as presently pending is provided herein. 

The claims of the instant application recite that the second (polishing) side of the 
CMP pad include the concentric circular grooves while the first (platen) side of the CMP 
pad include the corresponding aligned holes. In Chen '019, grooves are taught on the 
platen side of the pad, or on both the platen and polishing sides of the pad. Chen 
provides holes on the polishing side of the pad for communication with grooves on the 
platen side of the pad. Although Chen indicates that additional holes may be formed on 
(he platen side, it is further indicated that the purpose of such holes arc Tor "receptacles 
for probes capable of detecting the end point or completion of the polishing process, or a 
minimum groove depth indicating excessive wear of the pad." (col. 9, lines 59-62) 



4 

PAGE 5/6 ■ RCVD AT 5110/2005 4:09:47 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVRiUSPTO-EFXRMM 1 DNIS:8729306 1 CM028601 15 * DURATION (mm-ss):0146 



MAY-10-2005 TUE 04:21 PM CANTOR COLBURN LLP FAX NO. 8602860115 P. 06 

V 



Accordingly, since claims 1, 9 and 17 are distinguished over Chen in this regard, 
the Applicants respectfully traverse the outstanding §102 and §103 rejections thereto. 

For the above stated reasons, it is respectfully submitted that the present 
application is now in condition for allowance. No new matter has been entered and no 
additional fees arc believed to bo required. However, if any fees are due with respect to 
Ihis Amendment, plea.se charge them to Deposit Account No. 06-1 130 maintained by 
Applicant's attorneys. 

Respeclfully submitted, 
RAYMOND M. KHOU11Y 

CANTOR COLBURN LLP 
Applicant's Attorneys 



By 




Scan F. Sullivan 
Registration No. 38,328 
Customer No. 29371 



Diiic: May 10, 2005 

Address: 55 Griffin Road South, Bloomficld, CT 06002 
Telephone: (860) 286-2929 



5 



PAGE 6/6 * RCVD AT 5/10/2005 4:09:47 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRM/4 » DNIS:8729306 * CSID:8602860115* DURATION (mm-ss):0146 



